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Conservation Corps has a rich history of pro-
viding first-hand experiences with environ-
mental stewardship to youth all over the State
of Minnesota. The Conservation Corps has a
distinct goal of assisting young adults from di-
verse backgrounds and engaging them in var-
ious leadership opportunities while building
skills and learning about environmental initia-
tives. Through this critical involvement in the
community, young people are able to gain in-
sight as well as employment skills. This orga-
nization thrives through the many programs of-
fered, whether it's the Home Energy Squad in-
stalling a programmable thermostat in a home
or AmeriCorps Youth Leaders engaging teens
in outdoor service-learning summer camps.
The reach of the Conservation Corps is far
and wide.

The Conservation Corps began in the 1930s
and were called the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) which provided much needed
employment to young men during the Great
Depression. The CCC allowed these workers
to provide for their families through the dismal
economic times with natural resource jobs. By
the 1970s the Youth Conservation Corps was
launched by the federal government along
with the year-round Young Adult Conservation
Corps. When federal support for the Con-
servation Corps ended in 1981, the Minnesota
Legislature stepped in and created the Min-
nesota Conservation Corps and continued to
provide these invaluable opportunities through
the Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources.

In 1999 the Friends of the Minnesota Con-
servation Corps, made up of community sup-
porters and program alumni, was incorporated
as a nonprofit organization. In 2003, they
joined with the Conservation Corps and began
to operate under the Minnesota Conservation
Corps. In 2010, the organization changed its
name to Conservation Corps Minnesota to
maintain consistency with the branch created
in lowa. The organization, now headquartered
in Ames, lowa, continues to provide service-
learning opportunities at their site though the
reach of the organization extends far beyond
our neighbors to the south. The effects of the
Conservation Corps can be seen throughout
the Midwest in Wisconsin, Upper Michigan,
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota.
No matter the location, the legacy of restoring
our natural resources and changing lives re-
mains the same. Minnesota, known for its
10,000 lakes and abundant natural resources,
is indebted to the many hours, years, and vol-
unteers that Conservation Corps has dedi-
cated to preserving our environment.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of the community,
history, and legacy of the Conservation Corps
of Minnesota and lowa, celebrating their 80th
Anniversary, | am pleased to submit this state-
ment.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a pillar of the commu-
nity, the King Solomon Baptist Church. King
Solomon has served as a catalyst for the civil
rights movement of Warren County.
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The Church was built by former slaves in
1860, it boasted nearly a thousand members
in the 1940’s. Its Pastors have been leaders in
the State Baptist Convention as well as the
National Baptist Convention.

King Solomon is an inner-city ministry lo-
cated in the heart of downtown Vicksburg. The
pervasive influence of the church has shaped
the social fabric of central and southwest Mis-
sissippi and impacted the lives of thousands of
its residents. The church serves the Vicks-
burg/Warren County community through its
nursing home, prison, outreach, multi-media
and food ministries. Church services are
broadcast across Central Mississippi, Western
Louisiana, Southwestern  Arkansas and
throughout the Mississippi Delta.

King Solomon Baptist Church dedicates the
fourth weekend in April of each year to Family
Empowerment Weekend (FEW). FEW is de-
signed to bring awareness of the Biblical Fam-
ily as the central building block of the commu-
nity, state and nation.

King Solomon is in the final stages of com-
pleting a second location at 180 Oak Ridge
Road where the Word will continue to be
taught and preached.

The members and the pastor acknowledge
that they exist for the glory of God and to exalt
Christ in a fallen world. The ministry is cen-
tered on Salvation, Reaching the unadulter-
ated Word of God, Love, Unity and Living an
Obedient Life that exemplifies Jesus Christ.
The Church motto is, “Christ First, Christ Only,
Christ Always”.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the King Solomon Baptist
Church for its rich heritage in Southwest Mis-
sissippi, dedication to serving others and giv-
ing back to the community.

———————
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Taylor Luke Par-
rish. Taylor is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 138, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Taylor has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Taylor has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Tay-
lor has earned the rank of Ordeal in the Order
of the Arrow and become a Warrior in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Taylor has also contrib-
uted to his community through his Eagle Scout
project. Taylor improved the landscaping and
installed a gravel walkway and patio at Mis-
sion Woods Community of Christ Church in
Blue Springs, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Taylor Luke Parrish for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, public education
in the Northern Mariana Islands was trans-
formed twenty-five years ago with the enact-
ment of Public Law 6-10, the Education Act of
1988, creating an autonomous Public School
System, overseen by an elected Board of
Education, and administered by a Commis-
sioner of Education. Establishment of a Public
School System, outside of the executive
branch of the Commonwealth government, co-
incided with a new period of political matura-
tion, economic expansion, and population
growth in the Northern Marianas; and the in-
tervening years have proven the wisdom and
value of this decision.

Twenty-five years ago, the Public School
System comprised just over 6,000 students
throughout 14 schools. Since then, PSS has
grown dramatically. Student population is now
10,646, 75 percent greater. There are now 19
schools. Kagman High School, Chacha Ocean
View Middle School, Kagman Elementary
School, Saipan Southern High School, and
Sinapalo Elementary School have all been
constructed to better serve our students. And
there are now 900 PSS personnel across the
islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota.

As PSS has grown in size, so have the
achievements of our students. These future
leaders of our community regularly participate
in national scholastic competitions, winning
awards for their acting talent, debate skills,
spelling abilities, and science acuity. Their
successes are testament not only to students’
efforts, but also to the school system that sup-
ported them and helped shape their minds.

Just this year, the Marianas High School
Aeronautical Dolphins won the national Real
World Design Challenge here in Washington,
DC. Each student on that team was awarded
a $50,000 college scholarship.

For each of the past three years, PSS stu-
dents have been recipients of Gates Millen-
nium Scholarships, which pays for up to eight
years of postsecondary education. This year
alone three students from our small island
community were awarded these scholarships.
That is an amazing accomplishment—and a
tribute to the efficacy of our public schools.

The Saipan Southern High School Manta
Ray Band and Marianas High School Choir
have both received national recognition for
their musical talents. Last summer, the Manta
Rays were chosen to perform in the 2012
Summer Olympics in London. They partici-
pated in the London Celebration Music Fes-
tival, as well, and brought home a silver
medal.

These achievements—academic and extra-
curricular—were made possible through the
extraordinary and cumulative efforts of a group
of individuals whose dedication knows no
peer: the leaders, teachers, and staff of the
Public School System. From science teacher
to physical education instructor, maintenance
employee to bus driver, each of these individ-
uals makes their contribution to the edu-
cational success of our youth.
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